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Funding Opportunity Number: GF-CA-07  

Opportunity Category: Discretionary  

Current Closing Date for Applications: Sep 14, 2007    

Funding Instrument Type: Cooperative Agreement  

Expected Number of Awards: 1  

Estimated Total Program Funding: $1,000,000  

Award Ceiling: $1,000,000  

Award Floor: $1,000  

CFDA Number: 45.312 -- National Leadership Grants  

Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement: No  

Eligible Applicants 

Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher 
education  
County governments  
Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized)  
Private institutions of higher education  
State governments  
Public and State controlled institutions of higher education  
City or township governments  
   

Additional Information on Eligibility: 

All types of libraries, except federal and for-profit libraries, may apply. Eligible libraries 
include public, school, academic, special, private (not-for-profit), archives, library 
agencies, library consortia, and library associations. Research libraries and archives that 
give the public access to services and materials suitable for scholarly research not 
otherwise available and that are not part of a university or college also are eligible. 
Institutions of higher education, including public and not-for-profit universities and 
colleges, are eligible. An academic unit, such as a graduate school of library and 
information science, may apply as part of an institution of higher education. Library 
applicants may apply individually or as partners. In addition, professional associations 
serving the museum or library field are eligible. A U.S. non-profit organization with tax-
exempt status is eligible, including museum and library service organizations and 
research organizations. In addition, state and local government agencies and tribal 
governments are eligible to apply. Individuals are not eligible to apply. IMLS welcomes 
proposals that represent collaborations or partnerships between eligible organizations. 
Ineligible proposals will not be reviewed.  



Description 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services, in response to its legislative authority to 
conduct analyses on the impact and effectiveness of museum and library services (20 
USC Chapter 72, 9108), invites proposals for a project to study the impact of free access 
to, primarily, computers and the Internet, and, secondarily, to related services at public 
libraries on individuals, families, and communities. Free access, sometimes called “public 
access computing” is defined here as access to computers and the Internet, and can also 
include access to other information technologies, digital resources, databases, networked 
and virtual services through public libraries, and to the training, technical assistance, and 
staff knowledgeable in technology services that public libraries provide to help patrons 
use computers and technology and find desired information. The technology provided at 
public libraries may range from basic services (computers, the Internet, and online 
catalogues) to sophisticated, interconnected technologies that bring digital resources and 
virtual services to patrons. The study will include one or more surveys of users and 
providers of free access to computers and the Internet at public libraries as well as the 
beneficiaries of such services at the individual, family, and community level. The 
purpose of the study is to provide original research to assist the library and information 
science field, community planners, state and local governments, and policymakers. The 
project will be carried out in collaboration with IMLS and with support from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  
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